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Dear Friends of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West,

2017 marked 100 years since the founding of the Buffalo Bill Memorial Association, formed the year of
William F. Cody’s death by a small group of community leaders. As visionary as these Cody boosters
were, even they did not envision that the modest organization they launched would become the
nation’s largest museum complex devoted to the American West: the Buffalo Bill Center of the West.

Special exhibitions, symposia, ceremonies, and, of course, parties celebrated our Centennial milestone,
and we share many of them in these pages. One of the most important to us was a kind of “family
reunion” held in conjunction with our June board meeting. Past trustees, museum advisory board
members, staff members, and others who have been so important to the ongoing creation of the
Center came back for the celebration, capped off with a Ranch Party at the home of former trustee
Willis McDonald, who bequeathed the property to the Center in 2015. It was wonderful to see so many
old friends.

2018 begins our next one hundred years. To ensure that we don’t rest on our laurels, the Board of
Trustees has embarked on the New Century Campaign. Begun in late 20715, the four-year campaign
aims to raise $50 million in three crucial areas: capital projects, programming, and endowment. We are
so very pleased and grateful that, as of December 31, our supporters have made commitments bringing
us to 94 percent of our goal.

The Spirit of the American West lives on!

Barron G. Collier II
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Be B0 sdgy

Bruce B. Eldredge
Executive Director & CEO

ANNUAL REPORT 2017
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HIGHLIGHTS

How does a museum complex celebrate its
Centennial? With exhibitions, of course!

Prize objects from each of our five museums as well
as the McCracken Research Library were chosen

for Cody to the World: Celebrating 100 Years at

the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. Buffalo Bill’s
buckskin jacket, a feather bonnet with ermine that
may have belonged to Chief Joseph of the Nez
Perce, and fossils from two species of dinosaur were
among the many museum artifacts displayed in the
exhibit. Period photographs of the city of Cody also
were a highlight.

The opening of the Whitney Western Art Gallery in
1959 marked the first expansion beyond the Buffalo
Bill Museum. The first director of what was then
called the Buffalo Bill Historical Center was Harold
McCracken, who was sixty-five when he took the job.
Undertaking such a large challenge at an age when
most people during that era chose to retire was not
surprising if you knew McCracken'’s background.
Early in his career he was a noted wilderness
adventurer and wildlife filmmaker in Alaska, in
addition to procuring large animal specimens for
The Ohio State University. This exciting time in his
life was documented in Out West Where the North
Begins: Harold McCracken in Alaska and the Arctic,
1916-1928, our other major Centennial exhibition.

Curators of the Buffalo Bill Museum, Draper Natural
History Museum, Cody Firearms Museum, and

Whitney Western Art Museum hosted colleagues
from other institutions and members of the public
for academic symposia last year. Of particular
note is the Buffalo Bill Centennial Symposium,
which gathered leading Western American history
scholars for the first major conference focused on
William F. Cody in a generation.

The occasion of our 100th anniversary inspired

our board of trustees to launch the largest
comprehensive campaign in our history in the

fall of 2015. Capital projects, programming, and
endowment are the three major categories
outlined in the $50 million New Century Campaign,
projected to take four years. As of the end of 2017,
we had raised just under $48 million! This early
success is a testament to the commitment of our
trustees, advisors, and good friends of the Center.

Jeremy Johnston, curator of the Buffalo Bill
Museum, successfully defended his thesis and
was awarded his Doctor of Philosophy from the
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland.
Through the Papers of William F. Cody, the
Center has long collaborated with Strathclyde
by sponsoring fellowships and editorial stipends.
This collaboration reflects the transnational
interest in the American West and continues to
benefit the Center, including Johnston’s graduate
work. Johnston’s dissertation on the enigmatic
relationship between Buffalo Bill and Theodore
Roosevelt will be published in the fall of 2019.

HIGHLIGHTS
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EXHIBITIONS

Special exhibitions and refreshes of permanent
installations allow curators to share stored artifacts,
“rest” pieces that have been on display, and, in many
cases, bring in objects from outside sources to better
tell a story. The Center of the West’s Centennial in 2017
provided a unique opportunity to tell the larger story of
the Center’s development over the last 100 years in two
major exhibitions.

Cody to the World: Celebrating 100 Years at the Buffalo
Bill Center of the West featured unique and prized
objects from each of our five museums and the
McCracken Research Library, tracing the timeline of

a growing institution and the Cody community. The
exhibition was a collaborative effort among all Center
curators. Cody to the World was both a celebration of
our history, and a recognition of the Center’s unique
and diverse offerings and many accomplishments as the
prominent cultural institution of the West. Plains Indian
Museum Curator Rebecca West oversaw the exhibition.

Harold McCracken was the first director of the Buffalo
Bill Historical Center, created when the Whitney Western
Art Museum was added to the Buffalo Bill Museum.
McCracken presided over an era of expansion of the
institution’s mission and footprint, consistent with a

life that sought challenge and risk-taking. Out West
Where the North Begins: Harold McCracken in Alaska and
the Arctic explored McCracken’s youthful career as an
adventurer and wildlife filmmaker in Alaska. Artifacts,
photographs, and films accompanied text telling the

story of the impressive expeditions that brought him
fame and resulted in important discoveries for science.
The exhibition was curated by the Housel Director of the
McCracken Research Library, Mary Robinson.

The McCracken also developed an outreach exhibition
in honor of the Centennial. Thirty digital print
reproductions from Edward Curtis’s The North American
Indian is traveling for two years to public and academic
libraries throughout Wyoming.

The Whitney Western Art Museum presented That Day:
Pictures in the American West by Laura Wilson, more
than eighty large-scale images of cowboys, high school
football players, Hispanic families, Hutterites, artists,
and other contemporary inhabitants of the American
West. Charlie’s Circle: The Art and Influence of Charles M.
Russell, which continues through mid-May 2018, consists
of more than thirty works by the beloved artist and
several of his friends.

Saddles belonging to western luminaries William

Frank “Doc” Carver, William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, and
Theodore Roosevelt, along with the flight jacket Amelia
Earhart wore on her famous trans-Atlantic flight, were
put on display in the Buffalo Bill Museum. Although not
commonly associated with the West, Earhart spent time
on a ranch south of Cody and was having a cabin built
there when her plane disappeared somewhere in the
Pacific. She often wore the flight jacket during her visits
to the ranch.

EXHIBITIONS
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The Centennial celebration of the Buffalo Bill Center
of the West kicked off on February 24 with our annual
Buffalo Bill Birthday Bash. One of our three annual free
admission days for community members, the Birthday
Bash celebrates one of Cody’s town founders and the
man who did more than anyone else to “brand” the
American West.

There were other Centennial-related events, big and
small, throughout the year. Scholarly symposia (see
the Scholarship section in this report), two special
exhibitions, and annual events such as our Patrons Ball
gala had special Centennial twists.

Students in the Big Horn Basin were invited to submit
entries in a special Centennial History Contest. Taking
a Stand in History in the American West was the theme
that students explored through writing an essay,
creating a website, or making a documentary. Judged

PROGRAMS

on historical quality, relation to the theme, and clarity
of presentation, each category had a winner, and a best
overall entry was chosen as well.

We added summer programming for our youngest
visitors in 2017. Northwest College Adjunct Professor
Sarah Shearer taught three art camps, one for toddlers
and two for elementary age children. During the school
year, three to five-year-olds in Park County visited the
Center for specially designed programs that generate
excitement to learn about museum objects and the
stories that go with them.

The Draper Natural History Museum hosted more than
200 students, teachers, and parents as they partnered
with Science Kids Cody to present three programs:
Nature Photography, Winged Wisdom, and Migration.
The Draper also expanded and remodeled its mews,
giving it enough room to comfortably house up to



sixteen raptors. The Raptor Experience, which features
birds that have been injured or are otherwise unable to
survive in the wild, continues to be one of the Center's
most popular programs.

The Center organized and hosted multiple lectures in
2017. The Draper Museum conducted its eighteenth
season of the monthly Natural History Lunchtime
Expedition series as well as the more recent evening
lecture series, Draper After Dark. Both series again
featured some of the world’s leading authorities

in various scientific disciplines related to Greater
Yellowstone.

BBC World News journalist Laura Trevelyan presented
a talk on her new book, The Winchester: The Gun

that Built an American Dynasty. Trevelyan is a direct
descendent of Oliver Winchester and talked about
the company’s history from a family perspective.

Much of the research for the book was conducted at
the McCracken Research Library. The McCracken also
hosted Dr. Elizabeth Fenn of the University of Colorado
at Boulder to talk about her Pulitzer Prize-winning book
Encounters at the Heart of the World about the Mandan
Indian culture.

Microsoft in Education’s Skype in the Classroom
continues to allow Center educators to bring the
American West to students around the world.
Classrooms in twenty-five countries connected to the
Center, which now offers the lessons as early as 7 a.m.
Mountain Time and into the early evening to reach
students in most parts of the world. With a translation
feature now available on the Skype platform,

Russia, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, and Vietnam are just a few of
the locales where schools with access to computers and
the Internet learned about Buffalo Bill and the American
West from one of our instructors—in real time.

PROGRAMS | 9
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The Center of the West’s Centennial provided many
opportunities for scholarship as we honored the past
and planned for the future. The Whitney Western Art
Museum, Cody Firearms Museum, Draper Natural
History Museum, and the Buffalo Bill Museum all

hosted symposia which included scholars and other
subject experts from around the country, and even a few
international guests. Our curatorial staff also spoke at
numerous conferences and other gatherings throughout
the year. Here are a few highlights in Center scholarship:

The Buffalo Bill Centennial Symposium, hosted in August
by the Buffalo Bill Museum, was the first significant
scholarly conference to examine the life and legacy of
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody since the Brooklyn Museum
Exhibition in the early 1980s. Emerging scholars doing
current research on various aspects of Buffalo Bill's legacy
joined leading experts in the history of the American
West such as Patty Limerick, Paul Hutton, Christine Bold,
Steve Friesen, Paul Fees, Peter Hassrick, Louis Warren,
Robert Rydell, Frank Christianson, and Arthur Amiotte.
Presentations explored the many ways Cody and Buffalo
Bill's Wild West shaped current perceptions of the
American frontier and the West. Video of the lectures will
be made available to the public online, and an anthology
of the articles presented at the symposium is being
compiled to be published in the William F. Cody Series on
the History and Culture of the American West.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Cody Firearms Museum organized Arsenals of
History: Firearms and Museums in the 21st Century.
Bringing together firearms historians and museum
professionals, the symposium was an opportunity

to discuss both practical and philosophical issues
surrounding firearms in museums, as well as
acknowledge the need for more scholarship on
firearms’ roles in history, culture, and economics. A new
association for museum curators and academics focused
on firearms is being formed to continue the work begun
at the symposium. Attendees included representatives
from the Smithsonian Institution, Chicago Art Institute,
U.S. Marshals Museum, Metropolitan Museum of

Art, Institute of Military Technology, Britain’s Royal
Armouries, and more.

Five art historians, five contemporary artists, and two
conservation scientists made presentations at the
Whitney Western Art Museum'’s Forged and Founded:
Western American Sculpture, a Centennial Symposium.
The day-long symposium was the third in as many years,
and was partially funded by Wyoming Humanities.

Taking advantage of the Wyoming Archeological Society’s
spring meeting in Cody, the Draper Natural History
Museum and the Park County Historic Preservation
Commission sponsored a day-long symposium, Recent
Advances at High Elevation, which explored various



topics in
archeology,
including
previously
unknown
artifacts released
from melting ice high
in the Rockies.

Whitney Curator Karen
McWhorter and Director Emeritus Peter Hassrick
contributed scholarly essays to The Best of Proctor’s
West: An In-depth Study of Eleven of Proctor’s Bronzes,
the second volume of the Whitney West series.
McWhorter served on a National Endowment for the
Humanities grant review panel, and both she and
Hassrick lectured at various venues.

Draper Museum staff published four articles in peer-
reviewed scientific journals. New Assistant Curator
Corey Anco was lead author of a paper tracing
mitochondrial diversity in African leopards revealed
by archival museum specimens; Senior Curator
Charles Preston was lead author and co-author on
two publications related to the Draper’s long-term
study of golden eagles in the Western United States;
and Curatorial Assistant Bonnie Lawrence-Smith co-
authored a paper documenting the creation of latex

Beaded leather gauntlet belonging to
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, undated.
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Willard Hanson.
1.69.4874

molds of petroglyphs at Wyoming’s Legend Rock and
Torrey Lake for Wyoming Archeologist.

Plains Indian Buffalo Cultures: Art from the Paul Dyck
Collection by Plains Indian Museum Curator Emerita
and Senior Scholar Emma I. Hansen is complete and set
to be published in mid-2018. A great deal of research
on the extensive collection has been conducted by
staff since it was acquired in 2007. Staff also conducts
ongoing research into the archeological collections
held by the museum.

In conjunction with the Centennial exhibition Out West
Where the North Begins, McCracken Research Library
director Mary Robinson wrote a two-part article on
Harold McCracken’s career in Alaska entitled Alaska Man
for the Center’s Points West magazine. McCracken staff
assisted researchers looking into broad-ranging topics,
including two scholars who did extensive research on
the Model 95 for a Winchester Collector magazine cover
story. The authors gave high praise to the McCracken
and Cody Firearms Museum staff in the article. Library
staff assisted numerous institutions in 2017, including
the Franco-American Museum of Blerancourt, the

John B. Stetson company, Denver Art Museum, Joseph
Smith Papers, the History Channel, Dublin Institute of
Technology, and Johns Hopkins University.

SCHOLARSHIPS
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AQUISITIONS

The Buffalo Bill Center of the West acquires many
new objects every year through the generosity of
donors, from Center acquisition funds, and from
research in the field. Here are a few of the objects
added to our collections in 2017:

More than sixty new scientific specimens were
added to the Draper Natural History Museum's
research collection, building its reputation as one
of the premier scientific repositories of higher
vertebrate specimens found in the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem. The museum’s collection
of 170 gray wolf skulls is the largest of its kind
and provides an important source of genetic,
morphological, and historical information for the
scientific community.

The Draper also maintains a collection of video and
audio recordings that document wildlife behavior,
landscape changes, and human perceptions of the
Yellowstone ecosystem. More than 1,000 clips were
added to the collection, which now numbers more
than 5,000. Some of the collection is currently
available online through the McCracken Research
Library, with the rest of the collection soon to
follow.

Nearly 500 historic western maps were donated to
the McCracken Research Library. Artist James Bama
donated more than 200,000 working photo prints,
and two scrapbooks related to artist Charles M.
Russell also were given to the library.

A very exciting library acquisition is a set of twenty-
two glass plate negatives of Indian performers from
Buffalo Bill's Wild West. Author and photographer
Steve Horan recently published a book of portraits
of people who live and/or work in Yellowstone titled
The People of Yellowstone. One of his subjects, park
maintenance worker Fred Ersepke, told Horan about
a set of negatives from a photographer’s studio that
had been housed in a Chicago building shared by
Ersepke’s grandparents. The performers’ names are
etched into the plates, allowing McCracken staff to
date the negatives from a 1907 run of the Wild West
in Chicago.

Model T Depot Hack being gifted to the Buffalo

was working out at a gym in Salt Lake City and
began talking with another fellow. Somehow,

of the West. The fellow mentioned he knew
someone in Rock Springs, Wyoming, who had

a Depot Hack they were looking to donate. The

who put her in touch with the owner. After a
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to ferry guests to and from train stations, and
we have a photograph of Buffalo Blll at the Irma

in the lower level of the Buffalo Bill Museum.
(Pictured on facing page.)

The Akta Lakota Museum & Cultural Center in
Chamberlain, South Dakota approached the Plains
Indian Museum (PIM) to see if several non-Lakota
objects in their collection were of interest. The PIM
purchased a Hidatsa beaded belt, an important addition
to our limited Hidatsa artifacts; a Blackfeet baby
bonnet with a beaded checkerboard design; and a very
unusual Crow sun shade that may have been used

in a Sun Dance or other ceremony. More research is
needed, as the use of ochre, eagle feathers, and celestial
designs on the piece indicate it was an object of great
importance. A full size, painted tipi by Crow artist Kevin
Red Star also arrived as a donation from William Oley
Sr.and was exhibited at the Center’s entrance during
Rendezvous Royale week in September.

Bill Schenck’s Waco, gifted to the museum by Terry
Winchell and Claudia Bonnist, and Morning Blue by Josh
Elliott (pictured on facing page) are two paintings added

to the Whitney Western Art Museum collection. Both
paintings align with the Whitney’s goal of acquiring the
best of contemporary art as well as historical masterworks.

AQUISITIONS

A “small world” chain of events led to a 1913 Ford

Bill Museum. The stepson of one of our trustees

the conversation turned to the Buffalo Bill Center

stepson called the trustee, who called the fellow,

visit by the Center’s executive director, all agreed
that the hack would make a great addition to the
Center’s collection since it dates to the early days
of Buffalo Bill's rma Hotel. Hotels used the hacks

standing next to a depot transportation schedule.
Both the station hack and the photo are on display

13
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NEW & IMPROVED

Barcoding to the rescue

One of the first tasks confronting Senior Registrar Greta
Russell when she joined the Buffalo Bill Center of the
West in June 2016 was organizing the de-installation of
the Cody Firearms Museum when it closes for a complete
renovation in fall 2018. With more than 5,000 firearms
and other ephemera on display—all of which must be
inventoried, removed, and stored in multiple locations
throughout the Center—it was a daunting project for the
three-person registration staff.

Being able to locate every item in a museum’s collection,
whether it is on display or in storage, is, of course,
essential—and more difficult than it sounds. We've all
seen an empty space on a museum wall or in a display
case with a form documenting who moved the object,
when, to where it was moved, and why. This information
also must be added to the collections database every time
an object is moved to or from storage, to conservation,
sent out on loan, or for a special exhibition in-house. To
do that for thousands of objects, all by hand—well, who
could blame someone for taking early retirement instead?

Although she had never used it, Russell knew some
museums have instituted barcoding systems. Her

14 | NEW & IMPROVED

Four-barrel .50 cal.
Pepperbox, G. Goodwin
& Co., London, England,

ca.1800. Gift of Olin
Corporation, Winchester
Arms Collection.
1988.8.980

research led her to conclude that barcoding would
not only greatly streamline the Firearms Museum de-
installation process, but would increase the ease and
accuracy of inventorying and tracking the more than
100,000 objects in the Center’s five museums and the
McCracken Research Library.

The Center’s Information Technology Department custom
built an app for tablet devices and automated the creation
of unique barcodes for each object. Barcodes are assigned
to an object, then printed on polyethylene stickers using
a special thermal transfer printer. The stickers are affixed
to hangtags, which are then attached to or placed near
each object. Registration and collections staff researched
all materials to ensure they would not harm objects, and
the ink used would not fade over time. Barcodes also
have been created for any locations within the Center
where an object might be placed. Handheld scanners and
inexpensive tablets complete the equipment list.

A unique barcode is associated with each object’s
identification number in the database, a number
assigned when it was accessioned into the collection.
Each object file also has descriptive and other recorded
information. To move an object, registration scans the
object’s barcode, and then its new location’s barcode. The



app fills in the date and the name of the person doing
the scanning. This information is then uploaded to the
database.

The inventorying and barcoding of all objects on display
in the Cody Firearms Museum was completed in 2017,
with the new system working exactly as intended. Russell
feels confident that her staff can meet the tight deadlines
for tracking objects as they are moved off display in the
Firearms Museum, and relocated to various temporary
display areas or storage.

Russell shared her new knowledge at the Western
Museums Association annual meeting in September 2017,
presenting “Barcoding for Location Tracking: Uniting Best
Practices” along with colleagues from two Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada, museums who also use the system.

While it will take years to complete, Russell’s goal is to
barcode every object in the Center’s collections. She also
wants to create a consistent lexicon for object names,
origins, and other information to make searching the
database easier, particularly for the public researching our
collections online.

Partnership with Wyoming Public Media

There’s a new recording studio in the Buffalo Bill Center
of the West that’s home to Kamila Kudelska, a graduate
of the Columbia School of Journalism. In a partnership
arrangement between the Center and Wyoming Public
Media (WPM), Kamila reports on northwest Wyoming for
WPM and produces multi-media content for the Center.

The collaboration allows WPM to better cover the Greater
Yellowstone region, a challenge with its home base in
Laramie, some 400 miles from Cody. With the western
cultural resources available at the Center, stories can

take on the additional richness of a uniquely western
perspective.

Kudelska also produces content for the Center and its
museums. Enhancing exhibition interpretation, recording
lectures and symposia, and creating video and audio
pieces telling the behind-the-scenes stories of the
museum are primary functions of her responsibilities to
the Center. New content is available on both the WPM
and Center web sites.

The collaboration is made possible through the generosity
of the Hal R. and Naoma J. Tate Foundation.

NEW & IMPROVED
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LEFT TOP: Bobcat (Lynx rufus). DRA.305.137; LEFT BOTTOM: Pair of brass and silver spurs, patented by William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, May 7,1912.
Mary Jester Allen Collection. 1.69.5; CENTER: Ghost Dance shirt, ca. 1890. Chandler-Pohrt Collection, Gift of The Searle Family Trust and The Paul
Stock Foundation. NA.204.5; RIGHT TOP: James Bama (b. 1926). A Contemporary Sioux Indian, 1978. Oil on panel. William E. Weiss Contemporary
Art Fund Purchase. 19.78; RIGHT BOTTOM: Winchester Model 1866, crafted by master artisan Conrad F. Ulrich, ca. 1873.

PARTNERS
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Great cultural institutions cannot work in a vacuum. Exchanges of ideas, expertise, and scholarship; joint
research projects and exhibitions; and the lending of objects are all important ways to keep institutions vital.
Here are some of the partners with whom we worked in 2017 — there are many more!

« A.P. Proctor Foundation

+ American Museum of Natural History

« Art in Embassies program of the United States
Department of State

« Brigham Young University

+ Charles Redd Center

« The Explorers Club

« Hawkwatch International

« Institute for Digital Intermedia Arts (IDIA Labs)

+ National Museum of Wildlife Art

« Prelinger Archive

» Prince Albert Il of Monaco Foundation

« Producers Library

« The Ricketts Art Foundation and the
Museum of the Mountain Man

PARTNERS

« Royal Armouries

« SAGEWEST (Scientific Communications
Network for Sagebrush-steppe Ecosystem)

« Science Kids Cody

« Smithsonian Institution Arctic Studies Center,
and the Office of History and Culture

« University of Alaska Museum of the North

« University of Wyoming

« Utah Museum of Fine Arts

« Western Golden Eagle Team — U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service

+ Western Writers of America

« Wyoming Humanities

« Wyoming Public Media
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LEFT TOP: Winchester M1 Garand, .30 cal. Presentation model for General George S. Patton, 1941. Gift of Olin Corporation, Winchester Arms
Collection. 1988.8.2471; LEFT BOTTOM: White Swan’s painted muslin, ca. 1887. Crow. The Paul Dyck Plains Indian Buffalo Culture Collection,
acquired through the generosity of the Dyck family and additional gifts of the Nielson Family and the Estate of Margaret S. Coe. NA.702.40; CENTER
TOP: Cheyenne-Deadwood stagecoach, 1867. Abbott Downing and Company. Gift of Olive and Glenn E. Nielson. 1.69.2726; CENTER BOTTOM:
Frederic Remington (1861—1909). Coming Through the Rye, 1907. Bronze. Gift of Barbara S. Leggett. 5.66; RIGHT TOP: Windlass crossbow, ca. 1600 —
1650. Gift of Olin Corporation, Winchester Arms Collection. 1988.8.527; RIGHT BOTTOM: Santee Dakota wood bowl, 1870. NA.106.159

AWARDS

We are proud of the many positive comments we hear from visitors each year. We are especially grateful that
they take the time to write online reviews and vote in polls by western publications and organizations, sharing
their enthusiasm with others.

Here are some of our honors from 2017:

True West magazine once again named the Buffalo Bill Center of the West its Top Western Museum. The Center
received top museum honors in 2015 as well.

Early in 2017, True West’s “Best of the West” awards crowned the Buffalo Bill Center of the West as the Readers’
Choice Best Western Museum as well as Best Western Art Gallery (Whitney Western Art Museum). The Plains
Indian Museum received the Editor’s Choice Award as Best American Indian Collection, and our Centennial Rifle
was chosen as Best Commemorative Rifle in both the Editor’s Choice and Readers’ Choice categories.

For the fifth year in a row, the Center earned the Certificate of Excellence Award from TripAdvisor, the world’s
largest travel review website. The Certificate of Excellence is presented only to establishments that receive
consistently high ratings from travelers.

Cody Firearms Museum Curator Ashley Hlebinsky received the Grits Gresham Shooting Sports Communicator
of the Year Award for 2017. The Professional Outdoor Media Association and the National Shooting Sports
Foundation sponsor the award. Hlebinsky also was chosen as one of Wyoming Business Report’s 2017
“40-Under-40,” a group of young professionals singled out as the next generation of leaders in the state.

AWARDS
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Financial Report | Fiscal year ended December 31, 2017

43.78%

Lynn Rodgers, Chief Financial Officer
Bruce Sauers, Director of Revenue & Enterprise

2017 OPERATING Earned Revenue
SUPPORT
(budget basis) Earned revenue continues to be a focus, with ongoing efforts to
improve current revenue streams and the exploration of new
Earned opportunities consistent with our mission and facility. We are

aggressively pursuing the group travel market, with a 2.25 percent
increase in this segment. The Dan Miller Cowboy Music Revue, in its

Donor funding second year at the Center, increased sales by 45 percent over 2016.
and grants

revenue

Food and beverage revenue was lower, as expected, due to a major
kitchen renovation in the first quarter of the year, but met budget.
Decreases in program fees were expected as planned programs and
exhibitions finished their tours in 2016. Gift shop sales declined about 5

4.66% pe.rcenfc, attri.buted to inventory adjustment§ and the sale of two high-
4.82% priced items in 2016 that were not repeated in 2017.

\ Expenses

Expenses were well controlled, with many areas coming in under
budget. Two large unbudgeted expenses were incurred. The exterior
wall of the Plains Indian Museum was found to be in need of major
repair due to improper sealing when it was built more than forty
29.37% 61.15% years ago. Initial estimates for the work were $500,000, however the

1270 project was completed for $415,000. This issue, in part, led the Board
to commission an infrastructure review and an Engineered Systems
Master Plan (last updated in 1998) to inform capital project budgeting
for the next decade. Just under half of the cost of the review was
expensed in 2017.

Endowment
funds withdrawn

Endowment
2017 EXPENSES

(b“igeftf’,‘,’Siféi’Zi'sﬁ'des The New Century Campaign continues to exceed expectations, adding
et more than $5.6 million to our endowment in 2017. Investment results
added another $9.4 million, and effective cash flow management

COTEENG allowed us to keep over $1 million in budgeted withdrawals invested.

Operating
expenses

Overall, the Center remains in a strong financial position.

Capital Please note that the following numbers are unaudited. The 2017 audited
expenditures financial statements are expected to be available on our website in June

Programs and 2018 at www.centerofthewest.org/about-us/annual-reports/.

exhibitions




Total Earned Revenues Endowment Value Over Time

5,000,000 70,000
66M
4,000,000 60,000
53m
50M 50M 48M
50,000
3,000,000
40,000
2,000,000
20,000
1,000,000 10,000
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

® Admissions Revenue Food & Beverage ™ Stores ® Other

Financial Activity — GAAP basis (in thousands) Financial Position (in thousands)
2017 2016 2017 2016
REVENUES ASSETS
T — 4818 5,849 Cash and cash equivalents 3116 2,281
Accounts and interest receivable 262 320
Contributions and grants 14,957 12,292
Inventories 1,730 851
Investment income (loss) 9,583 3,013 Prepaid expenses 140 220
Total revenue 29,358 21,154 Contributions receivable 4,226 3,267
Investments 64,985 51,867
Property and equipment, net 33,564 32,691
Collections 88,896 88,670
EXPENSES
Total Assets 196,919 180,167
Personnel 7159 6,796
Programs & Operations 4,275 5,258 LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Capital expenses (including depreciation) 1,452 1,613 Accounts payable and accrued expenses 730 450
Total expenses 12,886 13,667 Net assets 196,189 179,717
Increase in net assets from operations 16,472 7,487 Total Liabilities and Net Assets 196,919 180,167
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DEVELOPMENT

The end of 2017 marked the second full year of the New Century Campaign, our endeavor to ensure the second
hundred years of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West builds on the successes of the first. The campaign’s goal is to
raise $50 million for capital improvements, programs, and the endowment.

We are delighted and proud to report that we have received cash and pledges totaling more than $47.7 million
through December 31, 2017. With two years left to go in the campaign, we fully expect to exceed our goal.

We also are pleased to report that once again, we have received a four-star rating (the highest) from Charity
Navigator, scoring over 96 percent. Charity Navigator looks at a variety of factors, including financials, transparency,
trustee involvement, and program versus administrative costs.

Many show their support of the Center by purchasing memberships. We have more than 4,000 individuals, families,
and businesses who have made this commitment. They reside in all fifty states and eleven countries ranging from
South Africa to Sweden. We are grateful to have them in the Buffalo Bill Center of the West family.

Our heartful thanks to the many donors who made gifts to the Center of the West this past year. Whether you
support us through membership, an annual operations contribution, or a special gift for a particular project, know
that your generosity is much valued—and very needed.

Here is the list of donors who made outright gifts, confirmed pledges, and/or gifts-in-kind during 2017. Thank you
for making the Buffalo Bill Center of the West one of your philanthropic priorities.

CENTENNIAL
CIRCLE

$100,000 and above

Gordon Barrows

The Alexander Bodini Foundation

Sandy & Sally Church

Cody Country Chamber of Commerce

Barron Collier Il

Geraldine W. & Robert J. Dellenback
Foundation

Nancy-Carroll Draper Charitable
Foundation

Anne & Charles Duncan

The Duncan Fund

Estate of Virginia B. & Robert L. Hayden

Bill Foxley

Google Grants

Thomas & Elizabeth Grainger

Institute of Museum & Library Services

David & Alexia Leuschen

Bruce Leven

Carol McMurry & Patrick Spieles

National Endowment for the
Humanities

DEVELOPMENT
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Alexander Phimister Proctor, (1862 —1950). Indian Warrior; 1896 —1899. Bronze. Gift of
A. Phimister Proctor Museum with special thanks to Sandy and Sally Church. 4.08.2

James E. Nielson Family

Jim Nielson & Anne Young

W. Lawrence & Susan K. Patrick
Shiebler Family Foundation

Naoma Tate & the Family of Hal Tate
Timney Triggers LLC

SPIRIT OF THE
AMERICAN WEST
CIRCLE

$25,000 - $99,999

Allen & Company Incorporated
The Paul & Patricia Anselmi Family
Dan & Mary Armour

Bruce Blevins

22 | DEVELOPMENT

Fred & Linda Dowd
Duke Energy Renewables
Pat Evans, Evans & Associates Enterprises
Tom & Tania Evans
William C. Garlow
Frank & Joy Goepfert
J. David & Cynthia L. Hayes
John J. Hayes
S.K.Johnston Family Fund
Marv & Jane Kaiser
The Robert S. & Grayce B. Kerr Foundation
Carlene Lebous & Harris Haston
Leonard H. McIntosh Foundation
R.K. Mellon Family Foundation
Microsoft
Linda Spencer Murchison &
Reid Murchison

Olin Corporation Charitable Trust

Park County Travel Council

Peters Family Art Foundation

Rusty & Deborah Rokita

Mitch & Alice Rouse

Sage Creek Ranch

Lynda & Leighton Steward

Meredith & John Sullivan and The
Homestead Foundation

Gretchen Swanson Family Foundation

TEX-OK ENERGY in honor of Glenn E.
Nielson’s many contributions
to the Cody community

The Tucker Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. A.R. Walje

Ed & Nancy Webster

Bill & Robin Weiss

Terry & Claudia Winchell -
Fighting Bear Antiques

Lisa & Bill Wirthlin

Peter & Marla Wold

SCOUT CIRCLE
$10,000 - $24,999

Barbara K. Autry

Fran & Lenox Baker

Bureau of Land Management

R. Harold Burton Foundation

Paul & Judy Cali

Rubydee Calvert in memory of
Edward D. Calvert

Charlie Russell Riders Foundation

Caryl & Roy Cline

Laura Collier

Dewey & Gigi Corley

Jim & Ginger Dager

Bill & Mary Anne Dingus

Jan & Bruce Eldredge

Fred Ersepke

Margaret & William Frére

Frank & Betsy Goodyear -
in honor of Bill & Robin Weiss

Bob & Kay Gribble

Marguerite DeLany Hark

Hirtle, Callaghan & Co.

Wally & Donna Johnson

Robert & Michele Keith

KPMG LLP

The Jeannette & H. Peter Kriendler
Charitable Trust



Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Kuyper Paul & Lisa Hoffman Jim & Kathy Taggart

Legend Communications of Wyoming James D. Julia Auctioneers Hal & Lis Wackman
Merit Energy Rob Kassab Tim White
Mrs. J. Maxwell Moran Paul H. Klingenstein & Winchester Arms Collectors Association
Mountain View Regional Kathleen R. Bole Wyoming Arts Council
Hospital & Clinic Peter L. Knight Wyoming Game & Fish Department
National Endowment for the Arts Harry W. Konkel Chuck & Janet Zundel
Tom & Jane Petrie Krieghoff International Inc.
J.D. & Elizabeth Radakovich John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
The Relgalf Charitable Foundation Foundation PAHASKA CIRCLE
Keith & Bobbi Richardson Susan & Rip McIntosh $2,500 - $4,999
Bill & Lynn Rodgers Candace Alexander McNair
Stephen L. Sanetti Merlin Ranch - Mark & Jennie Gordon Gordie & Terri Allison
Maggie & Dick Scarlett Mongerson Gallery Dr. & Mrs. Kevin and Amy Barrows
Stephen M. Seay Foundation Frederick & Lucy Moreton Bighorn Medical Center
Al & Ann Simpson Jay Nielson & Karen Schipfmann Wiley & Janis Buchanan
The Sinclair Companies The Cornelia Cogswell Rossi Foundation Jack & Ann Caldwell
Mike & Jane Sullivan William B. Ruger Jr. Jorge J. Carnicero
Union Pacific Railroad Peter K. & Lynne Simpson Suzanna W. Cody & Ron Hills
Sam & Marshall Webb Mr. & Mrs. B. Albert Stern Jr. Henry H.R. Coe Jr.

William E. Weiss Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank

Margot M. Wilkinson

Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation
Workforce Development Training Fund
Wyeth Foundation for American Art

BUFFALO BILL CIRCLE
$5,000 - $9,999

Americinn Lodge & Suites of Cody

Lenox D. Baker Jr. & Frances W. Baker
Foundation

David & Niina Barrows

Best Western Premier vy Inn & Suites

Best Western Sunset Motor Inn

Jessica Case

The Honorable & Mrs. Richard B.
Cheney

Community Foundation of Jackson Hole
Edelweiss Endowment

Geraldine W. Dellenback

George & Claudine Dillman

Joan C. Donner

John R. Dorr, MD

Marilyn B. Dunn

Betty Finley Foreman & Glenn Foreman

Charles Francis

John & Virginia Groendyke

Glenn & Merrily Gumpel

Henry Repeating Arms
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Harry H. Cropsey

Dr. Charles C. Crowell Ill & Ann R. Crowell
Sean Duffy

Douglas & Jennifer Duplisea
Stan & Mary B. Flitner

Gail Construction Co.

Global Sporting Safaris Inc.
GLOCK Inc.

Sally G. Goodman

Jerry Laine Hager

Kathryn Wilmerding Heminway
Tim & Karen Hixon

Deborah Goppert Hofstedt
Marilyn & Kent Hudson

David & Cynthia Hummel
Salvatore Laudicina

Melanie M. & Alan V. “Pete” Lovelace
Sue Mangiboyat

Steve & Carla Marvin

Susan & Rip Mcintosh Foundation
Matthew C. & Leslie O. Molé
National Film Preservation Foundation
Chris & Debra Paulsen

Beverly Nadeen Perkins

Marie Pfannkuche

Dick & Jan Pierce

Mike & Shauna Poulsen

A. Phimister Proctor Museum
Hal & Amalia Ramser

Rooted on the River Ranch LLC
Bill Sawczuk

Herbie & Donna Schinderman
David Schwartz Foundation Inc.
Edwin B. Self

Stokely Hospitality Enterprises
Michael & Barbara Stough

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce B. Taylor
Bruce Thomson

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Volk
Winchester Repeating Arms
Y-Tex Corporation

ANNIE OAKLEY CIRCLE
$1,000 - $2,499

Franny & Franny Abbott

Dr. & Mrs. John L. Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent D. Andrus

Anthony’s Antiques & Fine Art —
Salt Lake City

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Arnold

Jerry Asher

Mr. & Mrs. James Bartel

Basin Mechanical

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

Harald & Margi Bauer
Jon G. & Faye O. Beyleu
Mr. & Mrs. Van-Lear Black Il
Black Hills Energy
Blue Book Publications Inc.
Bob & Nancy Tia Brown
Mike & Sherry Brown
D. Harold & Roberta Byrd Jr.
The Carbine Collectors Club
Donald K. Chaffey
Reid Christie
Dr. & Mrs. James M. Ciaravella
Clarks Fork Foundation
Cloud Peak Energy
Michael Coleman
Nicholas Coleman
Edward P. & Hope S. Connors
The Honorable & Mrs. Steven R. Cranfill
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Davis
Gloria S. Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. John Dyck
Mark Eberhard
First State Bank of Newcastle
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Fisk
Lynn & Foster Friess
Ray & Ellen Gaines
John Gallagher &

Susan Simpson Gallagher
Ivy Garlow
Lindsay Garlow
Mr. & Mrs. James Geier
Paul & Karen George
Mr. & Mrs. Walter F. Goodman Jr.
Floyd D. Gottwald Jr.
Cynthia Chace Gray
Groathouse Construction Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grossman
Val Walsh-Haines & Lee Haines
Ann Hanson
Anne Coe Hayes
Bill & Karen Hayes
Dennis Hejduk & Jane Richardson
Gretchen & Barney Henrich
Hogue Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Hollow
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Holmes
John O. Housel - Housel Law Firm
Nelson & Deanne Irvine
JBar 9 Ranch
Grady L. Jacobs
Kelly Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Jester
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Joest Jr.
Dan Johnson
Jeremy & Amanda Johnston

Cindy Katz & John Gordnier
Art Kidwell
Teresa & Luther King
Laurie Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Luce
Mr. & Ms. Whitney MacMillan
Madden Media
Thomas J. Madden
Roy Marcot
Adrienne & John Mars
Drs. Robert & Barbara Martin
Olivia & Ben Massimino
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCarty
Mary Lou H. McDonald
Patrick & Hilary McDonald
Arthur Middleton & Anna Sale
Midwest Fence Company
Mr. & Mrs. Leverett S. Miller
JP Morgan
Greg D. Morse
Allan P. Newell
Northwest College
Mr. Jerry W. O’Connell &

Mrs. Carolyn J. O’Connell
Ron & Sally Ogletree
Bill & Arlene Oley
Mr. & Mrs. George D. O'Neill Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Oscher
Michael & Corlene Rhoades
Hap & Susan Ridgway
Barbara F. Roach
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Rutherfoord Jr.
Joseph S. Sample
Hy & Debra Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Lance C. Short
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Siragusa
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bland Smith Jr.
Ann H. Stewart
Stuart Family Foundation
Mrs. Thomas Taplin
Bill & Toni Thomson
Fred & Lou Tramutola
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Umbaugh
Michele Usibelli
Victoria House Report & Spa
Mike Virgin
Audrey Ward
Greg & Rebecca Watson
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Webster
Richard F. & Elaine M. Wilson
Wyoming Financial Insurance
Wyoming Humanities
Mark & Heather Yeager
Yellowstone National Park Archives



Southern Arapaho Ghost
Dance dress, ca. 1890.
Chandler-Pohrt Collection,
Gift of Mary J. and James R.
Jundt. NA.204 .4
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Tanned buffalo hide coat with beaver fur trim, ca. 1870, owned and worn by
Buffalo Bill. Garlow Collection. 1.69.768

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

The Buffalo Bill Center of the West is blessed with a large cadre

of dedicated volunteers that serve as trustees and advisors.
Accomplished in both their professional and personal lives, their
commitment is demonstrated by their active participation in helping
to shape and steward the Center and through their generous gifts to
our New Century Campaign.

Coming from across the United States, the one thing all our trustees
and advisors have in common is a love of the American West.

Their expertise and perspectives are an important component

of the Center’s continued growth as a leading American cultural
institution.

In all, our volunteer leadership numbers more than 100 individuals.
We are truly fortunate to have so many passionate and talented
people dedicated to the success of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West.

26 | VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

TRUSTEES AND
ADVISORS

(Through December 31, 2017)

*New in 2017
**Resigned in 2017
***Deceased in 2017

Board of Trustees

Barron G. Collier I, Chairman of the
Board

Henry H.R. Coe Jr., Vice Chair

Margaret W. Scarlett, Vice Chair

Wallace H. Johnson, General Counsel

Paul V. Cali, Treasurer

Mary Anne Dingus, Secretary

Mary G. Armour

Daniele D. Bodini

John R. Caldwell

Ruby Calvert

Richard B. Cheney

Steven R. Cranfill

Ann R. Crowell

George D. Dillman

Joan C. Donner

Mary B. Flitner

William C. Foxley

Charles C. Francis

Margaret Frere*

William C. Garlow™*

Thomas P. Grainger

C. Harris Haston

Deborah Goppert Hofstedt

Ray L. Hunt

Peter W. Kuyper

David M. Leuschen

Patrick R. McDonald

Henry P. McIntosh IV

Carol J. McMurry

Arthur Middleton*

Linda S. Murchison

James E. Nielson

Jay E. Nielson*

Harold C. Ramser Jr.**

Rusty R. Rokita

William N. Shiebler

Alan K. Simpson

Colin M. Simpson

H. Leighton Steward

John C. Sullivan

Michael J. Sullivan

James G. Taggart

Naoma Tate

Harold E. Wackman

A.Richard Walje

Samuel B. Webb Jr.



C. Edward Webster Il
William D. Weiss
Lisa F. Wirthlin

Peter I. Wold

Emeritus Trustees
Charles W. Duncan Jr.
Forrest Fenn
Donald W. Griffin
Nancy D. Petry
Victor J. Riley Jr.
William B. Ruger Jr.
J. Laurence Sheerin

*okk

Chairman's Circle
Wiley T. Buchanan il

Honorary Trustee
Marylou Whitney

General Advisors
Gordon Allison
Bradley D. Bonner*
W. Richard Scarlett llI
B. Albert Stern Jr.

ADVISORY BOARDS

Buffalo Bill Museum
Naoma Tate, Chair
Suzanna W. Cody
Henry H.R. Coe Jr.
Michelle A. Delaney
Mary Anne Dingus
Marilyn B. Dunn
Mary B. Flitner
Charles C. Francis
Victor R. Gaines

Ivy M. Garlow*
William C. Garlow
Sally G. Goodman
Cynthia L. Hayes*
Marvin L. Kaiser

Alan V. Lovelace Jr.
Candace Alexander McNair
Nicholas B. Paffett
Henrik F. Rasmussen™*
Colin M. Simpson
Bruce Thomson
Margot M. Wilkinson
Mark A. Yeager

Emeritus
Walter F. Goodman Jr.

Cody Firearms Museum
Peter W. Kuyper, Chair*
Gerald E. Asher

Rotchford L. Barker*
Robert P. Brown

*k

James M. Ciaravella Jr.
Henry H.R. Coe lll
Charles C. Crowell IlI
George D. Dillman
Sean S. Duffy
Thomas P. Grainger
George H. Joest Jr.
Robert Model

Mary Ann Perkins
Robert P. Radecki
Rusty R. Rokita*
Stephen L. Sanetti
Samuel B. Webb Jr.

Emeritus
J. Laurence Sheerin

KKk

Draper Natural History Museum

H. Leighton Steward, Chair
Albert Andrews Jr***
John R. Caldwell

Joan C. Donner

Fred L. Dowd

Kathryn Heminway
Laura Hogan*

Henry P. McIntosh IV
Nancy L. Roe
Christina M. Shiebler*
Virgil C. Shutze**
Whitney C. Tilt*
Lawrence C. Todd Jr.
Harold E. Wackman
A.Richard Walje
Rebecca W. Watson
D. Tim White

Emeritus
Victor J. Riley Jr.

Education & Interpretation
Ruby Calvert, Chair
Frances W. Baker

David E. Behring

Nancy Tia Brown*
Jessica Case

Lindsay J. Garlow

James Kapptie

Linda S. Murchison
Janet Pierce

Elizabeth M. Radakovich
William N. Shiebler

McCracken Research Library
Wallace H. Johnson, Chair

Ann R. Crowell

Deborah Goppert Hofstedt
Brian C. Hosmer**

John O. Housel**

Paul Andrew Hutton
Craig Johnson
Daniel D. Johnson
Roy Marcot

Robert S. Martin
Robert G. McCubbin
Carol J. McMurry
Ann Chambers Noble
Donna L. Poulton*

B. Byron Price
Robert W. Rydell
Peter K. Simpson

C. Edward Webster I

Emeritus
Forrest Fenn
Marge M. Goppert

Plains Indian Museum
Mary G. Armour, Chair
Arthur Amiotte
Robert D. Coe

David L. Ferris Sr.
Adeline C. Fox

Garrett E. Goggles
Merrily Gumpel*
Marilyn C. Hudson**
Taylor R.M. Keen

Billie Jo Kipp

Jay E. Nielson

W. Lawrence Patrick*
Birdie Real Bird

Mitch Rouse

Gordon Dee Smith

Whitney Western Art Museum
Margaret W. Scarlett, Chair
Laura Proctor Ames

Laura Collier

William C. Foxley
Margaret Frere

Sue Simpson Gallagher
Frank H. Goodyear Jr.
David M. Hummel Jr*
Carlene M. Lebous

Patrick R. McDonald
Michelle M. Sullivan

James G. Taggart

William D. Weiss

Lisa F. Wirthlin

Anne Young*

Emeritus
Phimister P. Church
Carol C. Clark
Leverett S. Miller
Nancy D. Petry

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP
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Buckskin jacket belonging to
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, ca.
1912. Museum purchase. Mary
Jester Allen Collection. 1.69.2026

BUFFALO BILL

CENTER

OF THE WEST

720 Sheridan Avenue, Cody, Wyoming 82414
307-587—-4771 | centerofthewest.org



